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Learn for Life is a diverse collection of inspiring architecture and 
interiors that support progressive models of acquiring knowledge. 
New interpretations of kindergartens, schools, universities, librar-
ies, and educational centers are featured along with architectur-
ally innovative offices, conference rooms, and laboratories. These 
examples are rounded out by more experimental projects or tem-
porary installations that offer further perspectives on the rapidly 
evolving topic of how best to learn in the new millennium.
 
Built in an age when a vast amount of information is now read-
ily accessible online and traditional lecture-style teaching is lost 
on our shortened attention spans, the groundbreaking spaces 
documented here promote learning by inspiring us, providing us 
with helpful tools, and facilitating opportunities for productive 
cooperation and the exchange of ideas within groups.
 
In short, the work presented in Learn for Life makes clear that 
the creative use of architecture and interior design not only pro-
vides a new physical framework for acquiring knowledge, but 
also revitalizes and advances the process of learning as a whole.
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Superpool
Open Library
Istanbul, Turkey, 2007

The temporary transformation of an art-gallery space 
into a public reading room serves as a generous addi-
tion to the urban life of Istanbul’s most crowded pe-
destrian street. Designed like an auditorium, seats run 
along one side of the gallery and backdrop of books on 
the other. This single space creates multiple opportu-
nities for public interaction, including lectures, read-
ings, and screenings. The mezzanine level above the 
gallery floor provides a private study zone for the more 
focused visitors in need of some quiet. 

KARO*
Antje Heuer, Stefan Rettich 
& Bert Hafermalz
Open-Air-Library
Magdeburg, Germany, 2009

Inspired by the designer’s temporary Open-Air-Library 
mock up that existed for just two days in an industrial 
site in East Germany, five years later, residents took it 
upon themselves to transform this project into a per-
manent, informal district library. An active collabora-
tion between the designers and local residents, this out-
door library now hosts 30,000 books. The bookshelves 
are never closed, and all books are available to anyone 
that wants to use them. Lacking the bureaucracy and 
limited opening hours of its more formal counterparts, 
this flexible library adds a much-needed public space 
for residents while also rethinking the traditional, and 
often overly strict, model of the library.




